
Superintendent Wiegand 

Members of the School Board

Champaign Unit 4 Schools 

703 South New Street 

Champaign, Illinois 61820-5899

Superintendent Wiegand and Board Members,

The deliberations about the locations of the new “Central” high 

school have provided interested observers with twists and turns to 

ponder.  Some voices have called for resolution in time to include a 

ballot measure for  resident vote this fall.  Adding the step taking of a 

“benefit-cost” analysis has not been received with universal acclaim.  

Yet the resulting information could be quite informative for voters...or 

quite misleading.

While BCA is not a new-fangled idea (its origins date back to the 

early 1800’s). there have been quite a number of alternative “analyses 

developed to clarify issues raised by a proposed project.  Not all issues 

are approached by a BCA approach.   It has turned out that the 

complexity of endeavors lead to quite a variety of study goals requiring 

a variety of different tactics.    Some of the varieties are economic 

impact, effectiveness, utility, social return on investment, sensitivity, 

and uncertainty analysis.

As BCA does not always attend to economic impacts, I suggest 

that the proposed study be designed to include the economic impacts 

upon the neighbors to each proposed site.  

Conversion of agricultural fields at the edge of the urban setting 

has a cost beyond an agreed purchase price.  It may not seem that 40 

or 80 acres of some of the most productive soils in the world is of great 

import but consider the following:

Corn produced often is in the range of 180 to 200 bushels  an acre.  At 

a sale price of $4.40 a bushel the annual value of that crop on 40 acres 

is $31,680 and for 30 years the total is $475,200.  For soy beans on 20 



acres at $12.24 for a production amount of 860 bushels(43 bu/acre) the 

value is $105,264 .  Corn plus beans for the 40 acres is $422,064 for a 

year and $1,266,192 added to the county economy for 30 years.  The 

farm income contributes to other elements of the farm economy of the 

county through the purchase of seed, agricultural chemicals, fuel, 

equipment and other routine purchases.  Conversion of land to 

purposes other than agriculture would need to exceed the million dollar 

amount to be considered as a beneficial use of the land.

But that is the minimum impact.  The Planning Department at the 

University have developed a computer based impact model (LEAM--

Land-use Evolution and Assessment Model.)  The model can provide an 

estimate about what kind of impact the placement of a school on the 

northern edge of Champaign might have on neighboring land use.

If the placement of the new school fosters further conversion,  the loss 

of agricultural input to the County economy will exceed a million 

dollars in 30 years.  The number of acres that are likely to be converted 

can be included a dollar amount that needs to be counted as impact 

deducted from projected benefits of the northern location of the new 

high school. 

In addition to fiscal impact the food value of agricultural product 

becomes more and more important.  As world population grows and 

food deficits mount, every deduction from productive farm land is 

critical.  Even for the good soils of Champaign county productions may 

become more and more variable as weather patterns change.  That 

may well mean diminished harvests in the future--just at a time when 

world and national food scarcity is likely to be increasing.

In another respect  the placement of the new high school could have a 

social impact on in town neighborhoods. Ethnographic research by a 

University of Illinois a number of years ago characterized the need for 

community identification with a neighborhood school.  A school at the 

northern edge of Champaign will create a burden of distance for 

students and families of those students.  The sense of affiliation with 

the school will be difficult to establish.   As new housing replaces farm 

fields to the north of town, older established portions of the community 



will be distant and find access a burdensome effort.  The memories of 

Central will be in great contrast to the school “out there”....  

I urge examination of these significant potential conditions as part of 

the decision making of location.

Respectfully submitted,

Norman Stenzel

545A  CR1900N

Champaign, Illinois 61822


