
 

 

CHAMPAIGN COUNTY’S  
BUSINESS EMPOWERED PAC 
 

Champaign County’s Business Empowered Political Action Committee endorses and 
supports pro-business candidates who are running for public office. Prior to making 
these endorsements, candidates are asked questions about issues important to the 
local business community. Please take the survey below and limit answers to 150 
words or less per question. If necessary you may use additional pages. Please hand 
deliver or mail your responses to: Champaign County’s Business Empowered PAC, 303 
W Kirby Ave., Champaign, Il. 61820 by 5 p.m. on Friday, February 6, or e-mail to Public 
Policy Director Garret Hill at garreth@champaigncounty.org 
 
Disclaimer: The PAC and the Chamber are not responsible for any survey(s) lost as a 
result of the U.S. Post Office or electronic/technological issues.  
 

 
1. What are the top priorities you would like to accomplish?  

(Educational aspects with curriculum/pedagogy) I would like to put in place my 

proposal of an entrepreneurship academy, vocational training, and agricultural program 

in our schools. I have already put in place a computational program in the elementary 

and brought together a number of resources including.. CODE.org, University of 

Chicago, UIUC College of Edu, UIUC GISLS, and UIUC MSTE, Banana Republic, 

and local community members to address the needs of a school that was 80% free and 

reduced lunch. Last year that school was at 53% free and reduce lunch  

 

(Business aspects) prevent unneeded tax burdens on taxpayers i.e. property taxes and 

develop new business strategies that can help the school district financially.   

 

(Advocacy aspects) I plan to advocate for education reform for school funding.  Also, I 

am focused on making sure the resources we allocate reach the kids that need it. Lastly, 

I am looking to set new rules for school board meetings so that we as a board can be 

more inviting and transparent. The coffee meetings that I hold for the public is a 

stepping stone toward that that level of engagement.  



 

2. Do you have any prior business experience relevant to serving this this capacity? 
Yes,  I am experienced entrepreneur & professional with over 10+ years of tactical 

Senior Business Strategy &  IT Product Innovation Consulting with diverse background 

in technology product management, new business models, business development/sales, 

account management, user acquisition, social web, deal flow, marketing, B2B and 

financial management in various fields including renewable energy, software 

development, consulting, global networks, entrepreneurship, banking, and academia.  

 

Experience in working with fortune 500 companies that exceed the 20 Million mark in 

budgets.  

 

Some of my clients and experience below: *more on my resume attached  

 

Executive MBA from University of  Illinois Urbana-Champaign  

 

Lead Business Consultant   

Industrial and Commercial Bank of China: Biggest Bank in the World by net 

capitalization. Worth 12.5 Trillion (Bejing, China) publicly owned  

 

Lead Accountant and Process Manager 

E.On Biggest privately owned Renewable Energy Provider 

Consulted on a 400 million dollar wind farm 

 

Senior Business Intelligence Analyst  

Midland States Bank HQ 

Fastest growing and financially strong financial institution worth 1 billion 

 

Many more……… 

 
3. Why are you running for office?  

The community meets in our public schools. My boys and everyone else kids are in our 

public schools and like any decent parent; I want the best education for all of our kids. I 

came out for the school board because I got tired of saying that someone should do 

something about the issues and disruptions that threaten our schools.  

 

I felt with my business know how and advocacy in the past that I can do my part by 

using my entrepreneurial experience to make a difference for our community in 

education.  

 
 
 



4. What do you believe the qualifications are to hold a position on the Champaign 
School Board? 

*Business experience, leadership, analytical thinking, (**Open mindedness, willing 

to listen), pragmatic focus, creative, problem solver, ethics, and financial 

background. The devil is in the details and many issues have financial implications. 

That is why I think this is important.  

 
5. Do you support the board approved referendum which is asking for an additional 

$144 million from tax-payers to fund a new Central High School, Centennial High 
School expansion, Dr. Howard Elementary renovation, and a renovation of the 
existing Central High School? Why or why not? 

 

I do not agree with the location for the High school. However, I do believe this has 

come down to the lesser evil as both high schools exceed 100% capacity currently.  

As a result, I am for the referendum passing. However, I would rather the school be 

built at Dodds. 

 

 Second I would be open to any other areas that did not compromise the cost of 

144million or Centennial & Dr, Howard. Here is the reason why: 

 

 7 Schools that are left for needs: 

 

 Edison             

 SouthSide                

 Jefferson                  

 Franklin                    

 Central 

 Centennial  

 Dr. Howard 

 

Current proposal=144million 

Address=Centennial, Central, Dr. Howard   

 

    4 Schools that are left for needs 

 Edison             

 SouthSide                

 Jefferson                  

 Franklin                          

Left to do in 2025 with 1% sales tax 

Edison, Southside, Jefferson, and Franklin (Done) 

 



I am open to new proposals, but they should be equal to or greater than the value 

proposition that we have for April. In business terms opportunity cost would be too high 

to consider if it was lesser value than the current value proposition i.e. 1 high school for 

144+ If we address 1 school then there will be more referendums than there should be 

I.e. raising property tax.  

 

6. Do you believe there is a better plan than the current purposed $144 million 
board approved referendum which will appear on the April 7 ballot?  If yes, 
please elaborate. 

Yes, that better plan is Dodds. We have a similar model with High school kids going to 

school near a College. We call that UNI. Dodds solves the infill, Greenfield cost, and 

time issue to address capacity. In addition, we have 80 acres that could be traded to the 

park district and would be valuable as a long/short term investment for the park district. 

Lastly, below are some reasons why I have been the most vocal on Dodds.  
 

The baseball fields would stay and be used jointly.  We could rebuild the current 

parkland track to include a football stadium and real track.  Most of the existing soccer 

fields would actually remain as various practice fields.  Another nice park of this is we 

would be able to share parking with parkland for the football stadium.  A huge 

savings.  They don't need their parking on Friday nights and we would be able to use it! 

 

I don't even want to start on the educational pros of this idea!  They are endless! 

 

What the park district gains is a new soccer facility.  They have outgrown their current 

facility and the fields can not take the use.  They don't have enough parking.  They are 

grossly falling behind other communities.  Their new facility could include a few turf 

fields as well as sufficient number of fields and support for our population.  Keep in 

mind that our complex has 9 fields, Decatur has 9+, and Bloomington has 

20.  Bloomington is currently working on plans for an expansion!  They are able to 

bring in tournaments that we can't even consider.  Think revenue for hotels and 

restaurants!  But ours can not even withstand the use it gets and are therefore closed to 

public use outside of planned activities.   

 
 
Further reasons why: 

In Aurora, Colorado a public high school was built next to a community college 

specifically to enable high school students to take college courses.  In Aurora, the 

arrangement led to a substantial increase in the number of students who then completed 

a program at the community college after graduation.  

More Central graduates could learn skills that lead directly to careers.  Others would be 

more likely to fulfill requirements that enable them to transfer to a four year 

college.  The University of Illinois already has a path for successful Parkland students 

to transfer directly into the four-year program.  Some students might earn enough 



college credit during high school to shorten their college studies, thereby reducing the 

cost of a college education. 

Potentially, collaboration between Parkland and the high schools can (and may already) 

occur without physical proximity.  But realistically, it is much more likely to happen 

when the facilities are adjacent.  Failure to explore this possibility fully seems to 

squander an opportunity to transform the educational system for decades to come.   

 

said from a concern citizen.  

 
7. Should the current $144 million board approved referendum fail on the April 7 

ballot, what would be your next course of action to address the Unit 4 capacity 
issue?  Please be specific. 

My next course of action would be to commission community members that voted yes 

and no alongside the park district, county board, and the city to have a discussion. The 

community members would be there to help mediate. Afterwards, I would have 

representatives from that group including the business sector to be on the committee to 

hire and help oversee the new developer team. That way everyone would have skin in 

the game for a very important community decision for a new search/option for Central.  

(the architects for Urbana High School campus comes to mind) but that would be up to 

the committee  

 

Running parallel….. I would seek to find out if we could rent space to help alleviate 

capacity issues in the interim and prepare trailers for kids. 

 
8. Please list three (3) potential positive benefits and three (3) negative 

consequences should the $144 million board approved referendum pass on 
April 7. 

Positives:  
1)You get the 4 schools for cheaper than the fall referendum. That brings us closer to 

the point where we can stop with big budget capital projects for a while and focus our 

energy on curriculum and pedagogy.  I think is critical to kids learning.  

 
2)You get an entrepreneur academy with trades. Our kids can simply select it as an 

elective. Unit#116 has agreed to come to the table on this idea. The kids can stop 

racking up bills in college because they do not know what they want to do. Also, I think 

it makes since for the school district to participate in the enterprise zone to help with 

this idea. It makes sense to help bring in companies to our community so that they can 

have a relationship with our kids. Also, to provide tax incentives for kids that would 

like to start a business here too.  
 



3) Tournaments can be help in Champaign which is an economic driver. People go out 

to eat, drink at sporting functions i.e. UIUC.  If we held soccer tournaments here...some 

teams even stay the night in hotels. That could help bring in some new revenue for our 

community. Also, you get 3 high schools for the price of 2. (old central=can be 

renamed, new Central, and Centennial)  

 
Negatives: 

1) Community torn and relationships will still need to be mended   

2) Don’t care for the interstate site ( unless a new solution like Dodds was an 

option) 

3) We would have missed a great opportunity at Dodds for a solution for all if it 

didn’t come online  

 
9. Please list three (3) potential positive benefits and three (3) potential negative 

consequences should the $144 million board approved referendum fail on April  
Positive 

1) Failures have a way of recalibrating people and reminding us that we lost too. 

Perhaps, people would be more open minded about working together 

2) More time to look or talk about Dodds coming online 

3) Perhaps, another part of land will come online 

Negative 
1) Kids would suffer not having an adequate building that can address space and 

will be sent to classes in trailers 

2) None of the benefits I stated above could happen.  

3) Perhaps, further discourse in the community and may cause the community to 

lose sight of the real job of providing education. Having that record vs other 

communities is not good for us. We have to realize that we are in competition 

with other communities.  If people don’t think there kids can get the best 

education here…they will leave.  

  
10. The State of Illinois has proposed, as a way to save state dollars on public  

employee pension benefit expenditures, a “cost shift” from the state to local 
taxing bodies such as school boards.  Should such a proposal pass, how should 
Champaign Unit 4 School District address this new budget item? 

 
 
They should start by being proactive bringing together Chamber,  UIUC, Parkland, 

Unit#116, Tuscola, Rantoul, Normal, and other entities to design a pact to push back on 

legislation that would bankrupt certain schools. Any more hits to the education budget 

may cause schools to close or have to merge. This means that we will have more kids 

and further impact for taxpayers to allocate resources.  



However, if it passed then we should lean our admin i.e. superintendents, programs that 

do not have an evaluation tied to it (because we would not be able to see if the program 

was working or not) and look at partnerships with unit#116 for shared resources (we 

should share resources anyway too) 

 
11. The State of Illinois has also proposed, as a way to address funding inequality in 

the state’s formula to distribute money to school districts, Senate Bill 1 (Andy 
Manar) (formerly Senate Bill 16) which could potentially shift millions of dollars 
away from Unit 4 School District into surrounding, less equitable school districts.  
Do you support such a proposal?  How would you address the loss of funding in 
the Unit 4 School Board budget? 
 
This is a good bill in merit, but I would be against it as Unit#4 would lose that 

funding. Magnify this with pensions… could be disastrous. 

 

With mandates come advocacy and I would start to build that coalition now 

against it. I would address the lack of funding by establishing more strategic 

relationships with UIUC and Unit#116 for programing . Also, I would look at 

some of our schools appraisal and do a cost benefit analysis for putting a building 

up for sale.  
 

12. Do you support the creation of a Midwest Entrepreneurship Academy, in 
coordination with Parkland College, regardless of the current $144 million board 
approved referendum? 

Yes, I am the originator of the idea and support it completely. We need to incubate 

our divergent thinkers. We need to create jobs and teach kids how to be 

economically independent. Why this is a UNI killer is because businesses need 

leaders that are going to be creative, execute, and have polish when they are 

positively making an impact into the companies they join. As of right now this 

program does not exist and has not existed in our community in a Jr. high/High 

school level. I think Champaign should be the first to have it in Illinois 

 

Lastly, the way we can help kids that have turn down the wrong path is buy teaching 

them responsibility (by having their own company) and by having supports and 

connectivity with our business talents.  

 

“Kids are not attracted to the gangs because of the violence. They are attracted to the 

business model.” We should redirect that negative energy earlier so they can 

contribute to our community later on. In this program, kids would receive support 

from having some of our business professionals coming in and talk about credit, 

wealth management, accounting, taxes, etc….things that we expect kids to figure out 



and get right once they are in the real world ( for me that is irresponsible)  They 

should learn that in our schools before they go out into the real world.  

 
13. Why should you earn an endorsement from the business community over your 

opponents?  
I am both pragmatic and open-minded business professional that has a stellar track 

record in getting things done. I have lived in California, Raleigh, and Chicago. I have 

global business experience as well and have seen what these places have done right and 

wrong when they build on top of a foundation of education. I hope to have that 

opportunity to put in more work to help provide leadership and a business sense to the 

issues that are coming down the pipeline.  

 

14. Do you foresee any potential conflict of interests should you be (re)elected to the 
Champaign Unit 4 School Board? 
 
My line of work is with clients that are out of town or international. I have no conflicts 

of interest.  

 
 
15. Please attach a resume. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please rank your top three choices for interview dates and time frames:  
 
February 9:  
 
2:30-3:00 pm ____ 3:00-3:30 pm ____ 3:30-4:00 pm ____ 4:00-4:30 pm ____ 
 
4:30-5:00 pm ____ 5:00-5:30 pm ____ 5:30 pm-6:00 pm __X__ 
 
February 10: 
 
2:30-3:00 pm ____ 3:00-3:30 pm ____ 3:30-4:00 pm ____ 4:00-4:30 pm ____ 
 
4:30-5:00 pm ____  
 
February 12: 
 
4:30-5:00 pm ____ 5:00-5:30 pm ____  
 
February 13: 
 
2:00-2:30 pm ____ 2:30-3:00 pm ____  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Surveys must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on 2/6/2014 



Return of this survey implies permission for your answers to be posted on the Champaign County Chamber of 

Commerce website and/or Commerce Connection newsletter. The PAC board reserves the right to edit all 

responses which exceed the 150 word restriction for the purpose of print space constraints in our publications 


