
CHAMPAIGN COUNTY’S 
BUSINESS EMPOWERED PAC
Champaign County’s Business Empowered Political Action Committee endorses and 
supports pro-business candidates who are running for public office. Prior to making 
these endorsements, candidates are asked questions about issues important to the local 
business community. Please take the survey below and limit answers to 150 words or 
less per question. If necessary you may use additional pages. Please hand deliver or mail 
your responses to: Champaign County’s Business Empowered PAC, 303 W Kirby Ave., 
Champaign, Il. 61820 by 5 p.m. on Friday, February 6, or e-mail to Public Policy Director 
Garret Hill at garreth@champaigncounty.org

Disclaimer: The PAC and the Chamber are not responsible for any survey(s) lost as a result 
of the U.S. Post Office or electronic/technological issues. 

1. What are the top priorities you would like to accomplish?

I would like to take a look at how we can better prepare a larger group of the children in our 
district for life after Unit 4. By tapping into our vast community resources we would be able to 
do just that.  My goal is to build and strengthen the relationships that the Board of Education
has with the community, administration, and it's teachers and support staff. I would also like 
to move forward on addressing the needs of the facilities in our district. 

2. Do you have any prior business experience relevant to serving in this capacity?

I currently serve as an officer for local 149 Plumbers and Pipefitters and I have recently 
completed a term as vice president on my church board. I am a delegate to the AFL – CIO 
CLC. I'm serving on the board of directors for United Way Champaign County. In addition I 
have sat on many job site meetings for various buildings around town including Booker T. 
Washington and Carrie Busey elementary schools.

3. Why are you running for office? 

I have two daughters in the school district so my family and I have a long-term interest in 
the well-being of Unit 4. I also feel strongly that this is a way that I can give back to the 
community that has given me so much. I also have a desire to make this community a better 
place for everyone in it, I think that can start with education.



4. What do you believe the qualifications are to hold a position on the Champaign School 
Board?
I think a school board member needs to have the ability to assess the needs and desires of 
the community members and implement that into a policy which is carried out through the 
superintendent. I also feel a school board member should be honest, open, approachable, 
and have a solid character.

5. Do you support the board approved referendum which is asking for an additional 
$144 million from tax-payers to fund a new Central High School, Centennial High School 
expansion, Dr. Howard Elementary renovation, and a renovation of the existing Central High 
School? Why or why not?

I do support the new referendum up for vote in April. The referendum addresses a number 
of issues facing the districts facilities. 1: It brings Dr. Howard into the 21st century. 2: It 
addresses capacity issues at both of the high schools. 3: It updates the existing Central while 
consolidating many district programs into one location. These are just a few of the reasons 
why I will be supporting the referendum again in April. 

6. Do you believe there is a better plan than the current purposed $144 million board 
approved referendum which will appear on the April 7 ballot?  If yes, please elaborate.

I do not necessarily believe there is a better plan out there. I don't ignore the fact that there 
are other ideas for its location. However, I continue to feel it is important to note that the 
current referendum, nor the old one for that matter, is tied to a location. Regardless of 
location I feel it is important to move forward with this referendum so we can move forward 
with our schools.

7. Should the current $144 million board approved referendum fail on the April 7 ballot, what 
would be your next course of action to address the Unit 4 capacity issue?  Please be specific.

Whether or not the referendum passes in April we will need to start looking at the capacity 
issues that exists at our high schools. We will not be breaking ground on a new Central 
immediately. I believe trailers to be the short-term solution to this overcapacity issue I would 
however like to explore how we might be able to save money if we were to build the trailers 
ourselves. At this time it seems like we pay a rather hefty price to rent the trailers month to 
month.

8. Please list three (3) potential positive benefits and three (3) negative consequences should 
the $144 million board approved referendum pass on April 7.

Positives:
1. A new Dr. Howard is built giving those students and families an environment on par 

with the rest of the district.
2. Capacity issues are addressed in our high schools sooner.
3. District can move on from this talk of a referendum.

Negatives:
1. People will be disappointed that the referendum passed potentially creating further 

division in the community.



2. A potentially very new board will be left to act upon a referendum they may have not 
wanted.

3. Potential traffic issues at North site if built there.

9. Please list three (3) potential positive benefits and three (3) potential negative 
consequences should the $144 million board approved referendum fail on April 7.

Positives:
1. A new board will have the opportunity to address the needs of the district.
2. Continued input from the community will be heard.
3. The BoE would have till fall of 2016 to work on a new referendum.

Negatives:
1. People will be disappointed that the referendum did not pass, potentially creating 

further division in the community.
2. The capacity issues at our high schools and other facilities will continue to rise with no 

more permanent solution to act on.
3. Potentially, building cost will rise in the coming years increasing the cost of new 

construction.

10. The State of Illinois has proposed, as a way to save state dollars on public employee 
pension benefit expenditures, a “cost shift” from the state to local taxing bodies such as 
school boards.  Should such a proposal pass, how should Champaign Unit 4 School District 
address this new budget item?

I think ultimately if it does pass the school board would have to get very creative. Some 
things I can think they could do is look at how we can involve and incorporate the various 
entities within the community, such as businesses, into the education process. However, I 
do feel like something could be done now before such legislation passes. We all need to be 
talking to our senators and state representatives and telling them that were concerned about 
these issues. This community, with all of its state pensions, would be greatly impacted by 
such legislation.

11. The State of Illinois has also proposed, as a way to address funding inequality in the 
state’s formula to distribute money to school districts, Senate Bill 1 (Andy Manar) (formerly 
Senate Bill 16) which could potentially shift millions of dollars away from Unit 4 School 
District into surrounding, less equitable school districts.  Do you support such a proposal?  
How would you address the loss of funding in the Unit 4 School Board budget?

My answer to this one is essentially the same as it is to question 10. I like the idea behind it, 
however it is going to take from our district. I see us losing anywhere from four to five million 
a year if this legislation were to pass. Again I think getting involved with lawmakers and 
letting them know how we feel on the subject is important. Also, encouraging them to find 
alternative means of revenue is important.

12. Do you support the creation of a Midwest Entrepreneurship Academy, in coordination 
with Parkland College, regardless of the current $144 million board approved referendum?



Absolutely. An Entrepreneurship Academy goes hand-in-hand with what I've been talking 
about with expanding the interests of our youth and other career opportunities coming out 
of high school.I think an entrepreneurial academy could help foster these ideas and give a 
larger group of children alternative opportunities to succeed in life.

13. Why should you earn an endorsement from the business community over your 
opponents? 

Partnering with the business community is a big part of what I would like to do while on 
school board. I've said it many times, but our community is full of tremendous resources. It 
would be a shame not to tap into some of these resources for collaboration. 

14. Do you foresee any potential conflict of interests should you be (re)elected to the 
Champaign Unit 4 School Board?

I do not see a potential for any conflict of interest at this time. I am in this for the betterment 
of Champaign Unit 4, and the students and families within it.

15. Please attach a resume.

Please rank your top three choices for interview dates and time frames: 

February 9: 

2:30-3:00 pm ____ 3:00-3:30 pm ____ 3:30-4:00 pm ____ 4:00-4:30 pm ____

4:30-5:00 pm ____ 5:00-5:30 pm _1___ 5:30 pm-6:00 pm ____

February 10:

2:30-3:00 pm ____ 3:00-3:30 pm ____ 3:30-4:00 pm ____ 4:00-4:30 pm ____



4:30-5:00 pm ___2_ 

February 12:

4:30-5:00 pm ____ 5:00-5:30 pm __3__ 

February 13:

2:00-2:30 pm ____ 2:30-3:00 pm ____ 

Surveys must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on 2/6/2014
Return of this survey implies permission for your answers to be posted on the Champaign County Chamber 
of Commerce website and/or Commerce Connection newsletter. The PAC board reserves the right to edit all 
responses which exceed the 150 word restriction for the purpose of print space constraints in our publications


