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Framework


The middle school Achievement Framework is captured in the form of a solar system. 

This picture shows the relationship between our non-negotiable goals that will help all students achieve.  It refers to what we teach, how we teach, how we monitor, and how we grade.
There are 4 important aspects that will be covered regardless of the subject area:

1) All areas will have standards identified that every student should master. Each grade level should have standards that repeat across quarters, semesters or grades. We call these POWER standards.
2) GRR (Gradual Release of responsibility) means a teacher will help students learn vs. assigning them a task they don’t fully understand. All instruction will involve the teacher modeling tasks, providing opportunities for group work and then independent work with support as needed. It’s like providing a kickboard before swimming.
3) Teachers will give students formative assessments. Formative means ongoing. These assessments serve as checkpoints that help ensure students understand materials as the course moves along. If students are struggling on short unique assessments, the teacher will re-teach the concepts covered during that time. This helps ensure there are no surprises when end of the year tests or grades come around.
4) Grades should be recorded based on the standards that were identified at the beginning of the year. By grading using standards, teachers and parents will know whether or not students met the goals intended. This is known as (Standards Based Grading) SBG. There is usually a separate space for behaviors.  This format helps separate student skills from other needs.
In essence, clearly identified standards, quality instructional practices, formative assessments and grading based on standards will help ensure students at the middle level achieve! 
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